God’s Basket Case
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“countless beatings, 5 times 40 lashes
(195 lashes — A Jewish punishment.
Dt.25:3 “Forty blows he may give him
and no more”), 3 times beaten with rods
(A Roman punishment.), once stoned,
sleepless, hungry, weak and alone.....look
at my body! These are my credentials.

Gal.6:17 “l bear in my body the marks of
the Lord Jesus.”



V30-33 “If | must boast, | will boast of the
things that show my weakness. The God
and Father of the Lord Jesus, he who is
blessed forever, knows that | am not
lying. At Damascus, the governor under
King Aretas was guarding the city of
Damascus in order to seize me, but | was
let down in a basket through a window in
the wall and escaped his hands.”




Matt 26:62-68 “And the high priest stood up and said,
"Have you no answer to make? What is it that these men
testify against you?" But Jesus remained silent. And the
high priest said to him, "'l adjure you by the living God, tell
us if you are the Christ, the Son of God." Jesus said to him,
"You have said so. But | tell you, from now on you will see
the Son of Man seated at the right hand of Power and
coming on the clouds of heaven." Then the high priest
tore his robes and said, "He has uttered blasphemy. What
further witnesses do we need? You have now heard his
blasphemy. What is your judgment?" They answered, "He
deserves death." Then they spit in his face and struck him.
And some slapped him, saying, "Prophesy to us, you
Christ! Who is it that struck you?"




Matt 16:28 “Truly, | say to you, there are
some standing here who will not taste
death until they see the Son of Man
coming in his kingdom."

6 days later is the transfiguration.....none
of the disciples V24 had died. There are
no 2200-year-old apostles alive today
either.



Acts 9:19-25 “For some days he was with the disciples at
Damascus. And immediately he proclaimed Jesus in the
synagogues, saying, "He is the Son of God." And all who
heard him were amazed and said, "lIs not this the man who
made havoc in Jerusalem of those who called upon this
name? And has he not come here for this purpose, to bring
them bound before the chief priests?" But Saul increased
all the more in strength, and confounded the Jews who
lived in Damascus by proving that Jesus was the Christ.
When many days had passed, the Jews plotted to kill him,
but their plot became known to Saul. They were watching
the gates day and night in order to kill him, but his disciples
took him by night and let him down through an opening in
the wall, lowering him in a basket.”




1 Pet 4:12-14 “Beloved, do not be
surprised at the fiery trial when it comes
upon you to test you, as though
something strange were happening to
you. But rejoice insofar as you share
Christ's sufferings, that you may also
rejoice and be glad when his glory is
revealed. If you are insulted for the name
of Christ, you are blessed, because the
Spirit of glory and of God rests upon
you.”




1 Cor.1:20-25, 30-31: “Where is the wise man?

Where is t

he scribe? Where is the debater of

this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom

of the wor
world thro

d? For since in the wisdom of God the
ugh its wisdom did not come to know

God, God was well-pleased through the
foolishness of the message preached to save

those who

believe. For indeed Jews ask for signs,

and Greeks search for wisdom; but we preach

Christ cruc

ified, to Jews a stumbling block, and

to Gentiles foolishness, but to those who are the

called, bot

h Jews and Greeks, Christ the power

of God and the wisdom of God.



Because the foolishness of God is wiser
than men, and the weakness of God is
stronger than men. ... But by His doing
you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us
wisdom from God, and righteousness
and sanctification, and redemption, that,
just as it is written, “LET HIM WHO
BOASTS, BOAST IN THE LORD”.




2 Cor 11:30, "If | have to boast, | will
boast of what pertains to my weakness."
He adds in 12:10, "...for when | am wealk,
then | am strong."




Phil 3:4-8 “If anyone else thinks he has reason
for confidence in the flesh, | have more:
circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of
Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a
persecutor of the church; as to righteousness,
under the law blameless. But whatever gain |
had, | counted as loss for the sake of Christ.
Indeed, | count everything as loss because of
the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus
my Lord. For his sake | have suffered the loss of
all things and count them as rubbish, in order
that | may gain Christ



A window, a rope and a basket.
God’s Basket Case!
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